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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-8, 10-14, 18-20, 22-24, 26-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Barkan et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,098,877). 

Regarding claims 1, 8, 10, 18-20, 24, Barkan et al. teaches a base station for safekeeping 
of data, the base station composing a power source, a data storage device and an interface, 
wherein the interface is operable to transfer data from a portable data-holding device to the data 
storage device for storing the data in said device, and the power sore is operable to recharge a 
power source of he portable data-holding device (Col. 16, lines 29-37). 

Regarding claim 2, Barkan et al. teaches the base station as claimed in claim 1, adapted to 
receive the portable data-holding device (Col. 16, lines 23-37). 

Regarding claim 3, Barkan et al. teaches the base station as claimed in claim 1, wherein 
the data storage device has a data storage capacity of n.times.a data storage capacity of the 
portable data-holding device, n being an integer (Col. 16, lines 23-37). 

Regarding claim 4, Barkan et al. teaches the base station as claimed in claim 1, wherein 
the data storage device is operable to store multiple downloads from the portable data-holding 
device (Col. 16, lines 23-37). 
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Regarding claim 5, Barkan et al. teaches the base station as claimed in claim 1, the base 
station being portable (Figs. 1 & 11). 

Regarding claim 6, Barkan et al. teaches the base station as claimed claim 1 , operable to 
upload and download data from the portable data-holding device (CoL 16, lines 29-37). 

Regarding claim 7, Barkan et al teaches the base station as claimed in claim 1 , having no 
moving parts (CoL 7, lines 14-34). 

Regarding claim 11, Barkan et al. teaches the combination comprising a base station as 
claimed in claim 1 and a portable data-holding device receivable by the base station, data being 
transferable between the portable data-holding device and the base station (Col. 16, lines 29-37). 

Regarding claim 12, Barkan et al. teaches the combination as claimed in claim 1 1, 
wherein the base station occupies a sUghtly larger area than one face of the portable data-holding 
device (Figs. 1 & 11). 

Regarding claims 13-14, Barkan et al. teaches the combination as claimed in claim 1 1, 
wherein the base station is adapted to recognise a coded identifier associated with a specific said 
portable data-holding device (Col. 16, lines 23-37). 

Regarding claims 22, 26, Barkan et al. teaches the device of claim 20 wherein the 
circuitry is arranged for downloading data from the portable data-holding device to the data safe 
as a default condition while the portable device and the data safe m-e mechanically and 
electrically connected (Col.' 16, lines 23-37). 

Regarding claims 23, 27, Barkan et al. teaches the device of claim 20 wherein the 
circuitry is arranged for downloading data from the portable data-holding device to the data safe 
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as a condition involving no more user input than does downloading while the portable device and 
the data safe are mechanically and electrically connected (Col. 16, lines 23-37). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made, 

4. Claims 9, 21, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Barkan et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,098,877) in view of Higashiura (US 2002/0002561). 

Regarding claims 9, 21, and 25, Barkan et al. teaches the claimed invention except for 
prompting a user of the device to indicate whether to back-up the data. However, the preceding 
limitation is taught in Higashiura (paragraph 0070). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to apply the teaching of Higashiura to the 
teaching of Barkan et al. to make sure that the user wants to do the back up. 

Claims 15 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Barkan 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,098,877) in view of Chaco et al. (U.S. Patent No. RE37,531). 

Regarding claims 15 and 17, Barkan et al. fails to teach the combination as claimed in 
claim 11, wherein a user of a specific said portable data-holding device is assigned a personal 
identification number (PIN). However, the preceding limitation is taught in Chaco et al. (Col. 1, 
lines 30-31). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to apply the teaching of Chaco et al. to the teaching of Barkan et al. for security. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claim 16 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Regarding claim 16, Barkan et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,098,877, the closest prior art, either 
singularly or in combination, fails to teach the combination as claimed in claim 15, wherein the 
PIN determines which specific portion of the data storage device receives the user's back up, in 
use. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to appUcant*s 
disclosure. 

Rahn et al. (US 2002/0103008) teaches cordless communication between PDA and 
host computer using cradle. 

Burke et al. (US 5,333,176) teaches cellular hand held portable speakerphone system 
having an interface adapter. 

Bates et al. (US 6,459,969) teaches apparatus, program product and method of 
processing diagnostic data transferred from a host computer to a portable computer. 
Woods et al. (US 2003/0072303) teaches multiple-interface port multiplexer. 
MuUer et al. (US 6,363,256) teaches cordless telephone and clock management 
method. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Huy D Nguyen whose telephone number is 703-305-3283. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Hudspeth can be reached on 703-308-4825. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this appHcation or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Huy Nguyen 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



